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Background

In 2018 English for Action worked with the Brent Community branch of Unite the
Union, training up a group of 17 local volunteer teachers to run participatory ESOL
classes throughout the borough, responding to the need expressed by one of its
refugee members. The project then worked with the Bulgarian Social Platform, running
5 weekly classes for this new community; teachers also secured teaching posts at
local community centres - the Global Skills Centre in Kilburn, and Brent CVS and The
Yellow in Wembley Park.

When these centres shut during the pandemic, EFA supported one of the local
teachers to move the successful Yellow class online, and began to apply for funding.
Ouir first official EFA class started last September funded by an Edward Harvist grant.
6 more classes were added to the weekly schedule from January of this year, on
confirmation of a council NCIL grant which kicked-in in April.

This report primarily focusses on the NCIL-funded project, running in partnership with
two Brent-based organisations: the Work Rights Centre, and Young Roots who work
with refugees.

We have 18 months more to go. Our aim in producing this report is to celebrate the
achievements so far in the hope that more people will know about this project and the
opportunity it represents for migrant residents and workers in Brent.

Our current programme

The programme is aimed at higher-level students, based on our experience as
teachers and on our research which show that the provision and uptake of ESOL
beyond Entry Level is low in Brent. The impact of this is clear: low-skilled, low-status
and low-paid work - which is why we are also working in partnership with the Work

! Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy — money collected by the council from developers to be spent
on community infrastructure to offset the impact of development.



Rights Centre who have been running fortnightly Employability and Employment
Rights sessions.

The NCIL funding we applied for was earmarked for projects that would address such
structural inequalities in our borough. Low pay obviously also impacts upon children’s
education, housing and health. These issues will not simply be remedied by migrant
workers becoming more fluent in English. Our programme seeks to develop
community leaders who can build collective power in our communities to take action.

We have enrolled over a 100 local students since January, which great, but we
lowered the entry requirements, creating two Entry 3 classes to cater to the people
who applied. People often assume ESOL is for beginners, so we need to make sure
that prospective students know this higher level course is available. Many with
functional English will be in work, usually in exhausting jobs, with irregular
shift-patterns, and with the associated problems of poverty. And the determination to
invest in their education and development is often channelled into courses that provide
the accreditation they believe will change their situation.

Attendance has been affected by Covid - sickness and homeschooling - and we lost
many students when furlough and lockdown ended and a large number of students
returned to work or travelled to see family. However, we do anticipate many returning
to class in September.

Against these challenges, our local team and the students we’ve worked with have
achieved a lot in the last 6 months, with funding that amounts to just over one Full
Time Employee for the whole project.




Our classes

Fatime Marta Robin

Our teaching approach is participatory, working with students to identify what they
are interested in and the issues affecting them in real life. Our aim is to support
students, as individuals and as a community, to make change.

While we do “teach English” of course, our approach to this is to bring adults together
to learn about a broad range of subjects in ways that are accessible, addressing
language needs as they emerge. Our students often reflect that our classes are
different from others they’ve experienced because their views matter and they find the
subjects interesting.

Our programme supports active multi-cultural citizenship and community leadership.
We create a respectful space where a range of important social issues are explored,
helping people navigate a complex society and enabling them to work alongside a
range of people of differing backgrounds, customs and beliefs. The one evaluation
statement that every single respondent ticked was “I have enjoyed meeting people
from different cultures and backgrounds”. Most important of all, is that people feel part
of something, and that we create spaces where people communicate with each other
and care for each-others’ problems, fostering trust and community solidarity.

We have appended several examples of the work that has gone on in our classrooms
this year thanks to this council funding — and we hope that people will be as happy as
we are that these wide ranging discussions are taking place — and actively refer
people to the programme.

Here are some of the comments we’ve received from students in evaluation form and
in our WhatsApp Groups:



| want to thank you heartily for accepting
to be part of the class !! thank you
heartily you and the whole class for every
time you have heard me you have given
me your precious thoughts !I! thank you
for becoming a big family for me 1! |
would love to continue with you again
when we get back together

Sometimes | think it might be better to be in a
class with only one level, but | think it's good to
be challenged by the people who are higher
than me, and help those lower with me. I've
been lucky to be with different teachers -
Marta, Adela, Fatime and each one of you have

Hi Robin

Thank you so much for all beautiful
words. | really appreciate it.

Apart from your teaching skills | really
liked the way you interact with your
students.

We can learn English although we can't
learn how to be a human being but with
you we can feel this humanity.

Thank you for being our teacher.

Many thanks to everyone for
supporting each other.

Have a nice summer break !

a strategy - each one was different to each
other - each one had a different technique, new

things to learn.

Hi Fatime - I'm speechless.

Thank you for your words and
above all thank you for the time
that you dedicate to that project.
You are absolutely an amazing
teacher, who gives to her student
not just notions but “nutrients” to
their mind too.

Your classes and the workshops
have made me feel part of
something for the first time since
| moved to London!

Please, keep me involved, | would
love to “formally” volunteer for
you organisation!

I'm greatly to Robin too, who
made me attended the meeting

with the Momentum organisation.

And for our political talks

Dear Robin.

The classes were always like
participating in an adventure,
trying to climb very steep
mountains but always with a
very good and experienced
guide, patient, understanding,
with a wide culture. As | told
you in class, a field trip to the
past, trying to understand it as
something alive that still
affects us. A great honor to
have participated in your
classes. | greatly appreciate
the reference you made of me,
with many comments that
may not deserve them. But
one thing is for sure, your
hidden agenda was always of
broad interest and it's
working.

Hi Fatime,

The ESOL course has been helping me,
because | work with Brasilian and ltalian
people, so | don't speak English during the
days | am working.

Unfortunately, 1 do not feel confident to
speak English and the ESOL course is
helping me to listen and to speak in English.
In a few months | need to renew my visa and
| will have to choose a topic to speak in
English and to answer some questions
about life in THE UK. I'm petrified

about it.

| have no barrier at the moment in regards to
the ESOL course. | feel that | have all the
support | need.

| would like to say thanks in special to
Fatime teacher, she has been working to
encourage me to speak and | hope that | can
improve my communication skills and in the
future | can feel more confident to join a
conversation or even to get a better job.



Hi Robin. Even if was a short period for me participating Robin is the best teacher ever. He knew

in these sessions, it was a productive and knowledgable how to bring joy in every session,
time. | was a pleasure to be my English teacher . Nice to making me to be more confident to
meet all of you. Have a good summer. conversate in english language.

Your classes are amazing Robin, definitely |
learnt a lot in each of your lesson Fatime's guide through the classes was

absolutely brilliant! The subjects used to make
; > ; us discuss, improve our English skill and teach
HiBobin, thankes for your help 0 improye.my us were interesting and an incentive to
English skills ,you are the best teacher sefaction

when | have a class | feel that something is going
on. There's something I'm looking forward to on
Wednesdays. | wish | had this opportunity before

Very nice people and of course teacher
Robin. These meetings help me a lot in
learning English.

3 = : S [I have enjoyed] the feeling of being part of a
! enjc)fed many things qspecaz!ly ”T'e diversity community that grows together and supports each
of topics ,but the most imprtant thing was that TR
| considered myself part of these classes . ’

| learned English, made relationships

Are the classes improving your English?

Absolutely, EFA has helped me not only Of course you do, | believe that these lessons

to improve the English language, but are very necessary for people like me.
also make new friends and expand my
knowledge.
- Yes sure. Very well
100% Yes, the classes improved my english and

also my knowledge in different subjects as
Definitely, My English has history, culture, religion.
been improved a lot and | ; :
becamepmore corifidant Yes, definitely. My English got better and | got more
: confident. Before, | never talked to someone. Now | talk
to people on the bus. | talk to people everywhere.
Yes, of course

yes, absolutely. | wish | could attend

Yes they are. Definitely more classes during the week.



I liked the teacher's teaching | would like to thank Fatime and all the other staff.

It was a nice idea to study with | learned alot of new words .it was so useful.

you because we learned many
useful things to improve our life
and our work, thanks a lot to our

| really enjoyed the theatre games

teacher Fatime and also to our The teachlng skills and itwas o g_reat |
brent-coinl information we gave was OPPOTTUV}'W to learn
; in a very fun way!
excellent To learn new things y y
Sometimes it was The debates
like to be in a fire the subjects
The class like one family S [thanks to the c!gsses] now | read more, now |
have an interest in reading.
knowledge | love it

the topics were interesting | Weponi=ienoing!

EFA help migrants [us] teaching the language, find a
job, how to manage our life, finding friends

Over the last two terms we have run two classes each week for Entry 3 students,
three classes for L1+ students and three for young refugees. In September, we are
making changes to the programme in light of feedback. Fatime is introducing an IELTS
preparation class for those needing to prove their proficiency to go to university or to
re-join in the professions they are qualified in. Robin is starting a refugee class in
Wembley for those in the hotel initial accommodation who are especially isolated. He's
also starting an in-person writing group in Willesden in response to the main feedback
we've had, and felt ourselves, about what’s lacking in our online classes. EFA is also
opening up a Saturday speaking class to Brent students taught by Adela.

Beyond the classroom

Community Workshops

Marta has worked with a group of
student leaders to develop
community workshops for their fellow
students. They came up with a
programme of wellbeing workshops,
reflecting the ongoing mental health iA‘I"’rJ(IL ’ .

challenges they were experiencing. 15 APRIL THE HELP URING THE PANDEMIC
They designed the leaflets and in 22 AN |

most cases planned and facilitated

the workshops themselves.

O EAT (HEALTHY

ET AND ACHIVE

‘The meetings take place on Zoom
| https:i//us02web.zoom.us/j/87550255911?
pwd=eWhkS2FtQVVtSWxSbzRmeXRIa3NMUT09

eeting ID: 875 5025 5911 - Passcode: 866580
07585 439147 -




Next term students will be invited to Community Organising training that will train them
in running listening campaigns among their peers, and in facilitating participatory
events and using social media.

Employability and Employment Rights
Each fortnight Lora and her team from the Work Rights Centre

have been delivering a range of sessions focussing on WO RC

employability and employment rights, ranging from CV and Work Rights Centre
Cover Letter writing, interview techniques, contracts and
equalities.
Practice:
ing the
u’;i;‘z Person A: Person B:
technique interviewer interviewee
How do you
fee::.bou.t Type of
team? Tell us Job - Sales
about the ——— - Manager
experience. Cleaning
Company
Tell me about Situation: set the scene and give the necessary details
a time you of your example.
had to
complete a Task: describe what your responsibility was in that
task within a situation.
tight deadline.

Action: explain exactly what steps you took to address
it.

Result: share what outcomes vour actions achieved.

When do | send a cover

‘ Letter
They ask you to
/ﬂ send one
/ S Email/Online
Cover letters K
0 Include one if
\| They don't ask
l yo‘fx for one you have the

| chance to.

What questions do you expect to be asked in a job interview?

- tell us about yourself

- questions related to your past work -
experience

- No questions about age, sex, gender,
nationality, et.

- ask about the strenghts & weakness
- competancy - based questions

- why the company should hire you.



London Citizens
EFA has been affiliated to

London Citizens for many years - WEHAVEHAD AWIN!! - in
in South and East London - and Sadig Khan, the newly elected mayor of London, has committed to

we have now joined the North creating a STAFFED ESOL website.

London chapter. 10 students

from Brent joined 90 others from =

EFA at the :\/Iayoral WATCH ¢ ;

Accountability Assembly, where

some 5000 London citizens

sought commitments from the

candidates on our major

concerns. THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP TO MAKE

EFA’s longstanding campaign for a

London-wide ESOL website scored a victory, with Sadiq Khan finally committing to
staff it, giving our students a sense of their power when they come together. EFA had
led a listening campaign among the students of several ESOL providers, and the key
issue that we identified was a lack of easy-to-find information on available courses.

Several Brent students and local ESOL teachers signed the open letter to Sadiq; local
organisations Work Rights Centre and SAAFI added their support; and three Brent
students volunteered to translate the letter in to Romanian, Albanian and Italian, for
which we’re really grateful. You can still sign and share the letter:
https://loveesol.co.uk/sign-open-letter/.

Marta has been updating a directory of ESOL provision in Brent which will be a
valuable resource in the here and now, and as we work with the council to engage
with the GLA website.

Locally, we have been working with the Brent and Harrow Citizens organiser, Daphne
Giachero, to foster the Community Organising leadership skills of some selected
students. Among the priority campaigns in London are the Living Wage and genuinely
affordable Housing. These two issues are at stake in the major development zone in
Old Oak Common which is set to create 60,000 jobs and 25,000 homes. Two of our
students are in the photo below, as representatives from three boroughs met with the
planning team to tour the site.

Citizens instils in people the
confidence to hold power to
account. We developed our
questions collectively, and the
two EFA students gained a lot
from posing them, grappling
in real life with the issues

}_.| we've discussed in the

" classroom.




Accessing Opportunities

Whether academically, socially, or politically, our classes are places where teachers
and students alike share further opportunities. Some students are enrolling on
government-funded ESOL and Literacy courses that will equip them to be volunteers
in our classes; others are enrolling at the college to become community interpreters.
One student has started a Mental Health course thanks to information shared by
another student. Students have attended council events, such as the Brent Health
Matters session, and the Emerging Communities festival. EFA has hosted its own
information sessions for all our students on the Settled Status, Universal Credit and
with GPs about the Vaccine which Brent students have joined.

Two students are involved in the Brent Renters Union. One student translated a
lengthy survey into Romanian for the Centre for Progressive Change, aimed at
identifying the main issues facing cleaners in London. The daughter of one student
volunteers for the Work Rights Centre, and the daughter of another is also applying
there for work experience. A couple of students have been attending a weekly
anti-racism study group and one student has been involved with our People In Action
project, producing videos on migrant community issues. A few students have joined
the Brent Mutual Aid Facebook group, and one student has been centrally involved
supporting a Moroccan-Spanish family in Neasden with multiple health and housing
problems. We have referred students to food banks and the Brent Solidarity fund, and
one local ESOL teacher took food to a refugee student during Ramadan.

Spread the word for the coming year

Though we have some referral channels in place with the Work Right Centre, Young
Roots, EAL coordinators in some schools, ESOL tutors at the college - the majority of
our initial recruitment was done via a paid Facebook advert. We would appreciate
more active collaboration and partnership in the borough.

We know our programme is beginning to achieve what we set out to do, despite the
setbacks associated with the pandemic. All of our students say the programme is
improving their English, and as you have seen many are inspired by the experience.
Our project is developing all-rounded, sophisticated community leaders who will go on
to serve the community. We look forward to working with you over the coming 18
months and beyond.

The EFA Brent team

Contact robin@efalondon.org / 07974 331 053 for more information

Students can enrol here: https://efalondon.org/brent/



Young Refugees

A group of young refugees who know each other from the Wembley Holiday Inn initial
accommodation make a story together. They are given just the opening phrase “l was
in a rush” and they take it in turns to move the story along, negotiating with each other.
It allows for the expression of their shared trauma.

| had woken up late and | was
and .
half an hour late for work.

| was
shocked ff;?,;f,?

[ ]
| was in I had When |
when | b:mctlhe overslept and got iboughttre  @nd | read
arush |Theardthe g Iwashalfan — pomg  MewsaRer all the
news y. hour late for .
work. details
| was really Yesterday they took
| was really sad
;I;o::l::: we | remembered and we shared when they took him bo‘:i:s frgm ;he I
s lot of thi back to France three =~ Water and when
L‘f::::'hhli'::: used to live him as a good :o;et?wer ngs years ago and we read the name, |
classmatefrom20  together in a guy : lost touch. ::alise: ?’?e of
year ago. ese bodies was
shared house. my poor friend.
1 was really shocked
because he had told
me that something
hl:td ha“?“penedm his 1 hope yOl.l
= car:ll;;h:yack | hope God have the :
from the capital. He had been trying blesses you And | will
What for three years to my dear PEAce you. remember
does rush cross the channel Sriam— never had in
mean? and sadly he didnt  'Tend. this life. you
make it. forever.

Here they discuss strategies for support

follow -up / chase him up

I.R.O - Independent

call refusal office. When
keep m]g rant you have problems
calling? with your social
help to worker - you can call
com plain? them and they can
change,
lucky or
‘when you avea q unlucky - it's
mesﬁr,ng with your histsbacauss not about
= people complained -

social worker and and there are lots of your age, or
their manager, you nationality
EARTAGEIAIR Y organisations there.

Some guys

arrived after

us, they've got

if you stay in documents.
The good thing the hotel, it's a
about Napiers is b;‘:: -
that if they transfer : ouon::sks b n;;f;n 'u\
at

S B about you m:g l‘ofomningqﬂlo

you main interview

quickly

quickly but no

| asked my solicitor for a meeting
with an interpreter and he said he
would organise it for Monday. It's
Thursdy now and | haven't heard
anything

| asked the social worker for a
phone and he hasn't done
anything?

| don't trust him, he did a lot of things to me, he lied to my
solicitor telling him | agreed to go to the reception centre. He
speaks to me in a way to shame me. | said to him once that |
was so tired, that | didn't want to go to the reception centre, that
my mental health would suffer and that | might do something, |
told this to my therapist who relayed this to him, and he came
back to me and said | was doing this to get attention. The
refugee council advised me to speak to him without emaotion. |
said to him | hate myself.



Dealing with misinformation and media bias

In one of our classes an emerging topic was the news related to migrants. This led to
a discussion on news and media sources in general. Our students shared their
opinions on different media sources and rated their reliability. They expressed their
Skepticism about them, which is key to identifying reliable information. They were also
asked to produce more complex topic-related sentences with 'since' and ‘as’

m
the migrants :’::ﬂ-"-'!‘h “:Il
. : wh benefit
t.h.ey migration :k mp:r;,k;" iata iy are but so da the
divide is [_,“"m“',,__m young ritish??
important i .
people P “Th' sound to vanish from English
» you can meet language by 2066 because of
':s:.-ggo: il multiculturalism, say linguists
economy zzcs?mntk. : s et
interesting

EU migrants commit 500 crimes a week in UR

Extrogeean migrants ane committing mone than 500 crimes a week in Britain and officials

are pewterless (o deport many of them

most
migrants
are good

Ny P
Migrants claim £4bn a vear in benefits,
new report claims—

Take it with a
F v (= 0w pinch of salt -
(=] — a take sg with a
o pinch of salt
numbers? {idiom)
. . . Why?
Rank the information sources on a 1 (bad)-10 (excellent) point scale
according to: e
see the reality
" B BC when the Hepers weark. For
British or the Youtube  eomaeteres.  subject =
police do nappeningin topic in thi
o emains S
the journalist in sveryone ;h;::j? i m‘;;ﬂ
Brazil said the truth ! ose can show
ethin
l:mrnplelezr different :::“" Ehey)
from what el P
happened in reality o .P-z:cmn:-ur
of racims
reliability
9,7,2-3,2 0 5 6,

Facebook

the quality of being precise/
correct



Cause Since BBC doesn't show the truth sometimes,

and it is not 100% reliable -
effect BBC doesn't show the truth sometimes as it is
not reliable

as, since

1. I don't know how to get reliable information because | don't speak English well.
2. Since we went to the community centre, we got gcodi‘naticn.

I 3.l feel sad as | don't know who to trust.

why did
soemthing result
happen?
| don't speak English | don't know how to get reliable information
| don't know who to trust | feel sad
we went to the comm centre we got good information

Since FB users share their subjective opinion, | can't believe it -
Since Youtube is not accurate, | feel nervous
Since BBC is controlled by politicians, | feel sad

A discussion that emerged in another class about fake news:

Fake
news

(social media,
 newspaper, TV

channel)

true?



Understanding the impacts of social media on children.

Two different classes have found themselves discussing concerns about social media.
One class watched and discussed segments of the Netflix show, ‘The Social Dilemma
which explains how the platforms generate addictive behaviours and how the
algorithms work to target certain demographics to shape their political opinions. This
was after a student came to class disturbed by the bullying of a fat child that she’d
witnessed in the park. Another class, independently, found itself exploring
cyberbullying and ways parents can support their children.

J

a house in the

countryside to In Florida, teenager

recuperate, We don't know are not allowed to

refresh, get before you what'sbohind this  havesoclimeda.i  Teenagers A group of young

some oxygen have a child behaviour - the base I“;:: :her::":h:h;; reflect the people; in one group

T youshould be  education, they e rara i f thei of four girls and a

"?h total:: mm mrtgaga...but fm ready with learn 2“ fromtheir 4, ghter. She told me mage o eir boy, and then a two
to the park, not giving up on my ren f i
Moty dossnt wan. & o o o yourself pa Coieclnsis  [FEG girls

to but sometimes
come. | don't know

technology

what will happen
with the next I

nature, I'm not saying

can'tlearn it | have

‘to be honest with
generation e
I'm waiting for the
phone to cook for me;
serious;y, | don't have
FB and Twitter, only
WhatsApp and
YouTube. It's better to
only use it one or two
hours a day. My son is
9and is addicted.

Sales and
advertising have to
sell you a project.
They try to make us
give our phone
more importance
than life

in your ¢

tools like phones

parents don't have
the same time for
their children, the
children see their
parents struggling
with this life... who
can't manage this
life without social
media etc

It's the gradual, slight, imperceptible

gl behavior and perception|

my first influence
was my mum; now
the first influence is
social media -
Instagram etc

product.

Awhole generation is mor@Bnxious,
more fragile, inore depressed.

"If you're not paying for the product,

then you are the product."

Everything at the

We need to adapt to
the problem and see
how we can use these
apps without ... we're
already addicted to
these appas and we
can't delete it
overnight - they have
a lot of positive things

when it surrounds
you, news from
everywhere, there's
no time to rest, sleeps
- it's changed to its

d thei
Sovepment obi o D o P looking for s quiet
n,a 0 y
continuity of It :: think ;e:_:ysthlng relglonand were living In the ::am;;?fpm,e“s " life, green,
development and tnere are el nology. internet generation  friend and famil comfortable. | believe
we need this. Ideas  ‘Packlashes’, and gets pnepve mitsiking andthe new Y my daughter will be
are different. reactions bigger and abaut fakh, the generation will be spreads stricter than | was
bigger m‘;’p";::‘;‘"‘ very strict
technology
7 in-person e
What do you see’ inperson  bavegcan. S has o cou the problem
ki adi
o you ;:a’n physical cultural :r'.. mmﬁ'::nw
rea n lem, this cri
trytotalk oo roots et
;z,:n;;f: sg with them i Ean
computer” confront
them ™we're used to
Judge peopi
youcan *® '[ for ther Ieo:n
run away »
’ i am
mayhbe she ‘through the ::::eddas 1
s e web what ean beautiful It st
enough likes | starts B
you're o mudsime | | | e ) education . ihinthe buyona o
facing £ comment they b t family  'acceptance’
~ block eau
no one > ““’ . ‘e y
. hi
w\ TW? she has relative childran
berbullyin P er ) it accept you
cyl lying it is not 2 “ni heeles Up been o Soop s
2 w - : . called fat *— ¢ you
in | with her ©  gpypid /
person she's
mortified
it's a cbis :ou dur;;t "
= worse now who came ey can 1
SR than is on the in->_to_ steal your she's she's
bullying ©ther side my mind identity Sad crying



Mental Health

Our classes have all dealt with deteriorating mental health during the pandemic, as
have our student-led community workshops. After one class a student commented in
the WhatsApp group: “Hello, it was a good therapy session like, we talked about our
experiences with the NHS, about our children, our loneliness, and the importance of
our friends support and last about the devil's music and mental health. It was relaxed
atmosphere and productive”.

How can we improve our mental wellbeing?

. 1 speak
every day |
you need to changed something: We need to LISten With your
improve your 1day we cooked try to to
physical and something teget?er. encourage hest
mental health e ek Mmavie ourselves mu sic friend
We need read d rea d try to
) O more keep your
tﬁ::::' the exercises more mind busy
Bible
talk to
somebody: try
Iear_n to talk about
English your problems

the possible
solutions

Social Fabric

A group has read a text about measures of “social fabric” in the UK, and begin to think
about which groups they feel a part of here (apart from their classes) and what would
motivate them to form an association. A concern for children’s rights and opportunities
came to the fore.

we also need

pr:ysi:al . but to be a
infrastucture - a the . memer of the
t d
Measures ol momeo L mEE
Of SOCiaI rf!':’wumre -'tgfp ° wreren :‘:e sttzctzr:
ulld communi
- groups groups et
fabric
:::1': itc:‘:as what kind of o
b en my daughter
have the same association do you e N0
interests would you belongto  swisouter art of
wanttobe  apolitical iz P
belonging amemberof =~ Partof-why = group  iywrmce. @ gang
the food
| worked as part of a communlty
32}‘.‘23’.’: |"f=n . ae in the church they
e an association had a playgroup
s we don't have the ey Wednesdoy -
D Z,“.‘,',’; heople tidied up the toys
i longsid: d
sharing  songiceyoutoco for my church,
difficult, they h ’
volunteer the same their own things o il Lkn%w t,hehm
work ideas do, they have their Sl et ut don't have DBS
own ideas, and they R Atiatails their data Certificate

are only concerned for
themselves



Migration and exile

Lumi, a Romanian, worked as a nurse in Italy before coming to the UK, produced an
outstanding piece of writing as a response to a text on Exile, encouraging others to
Share their experiences...

Exile is a combination of trauma and privilege. In the
beginning of our voluntary exile, we were confident, full of
projects and hope. Every day we woke up in a new reality, a
waorld that did not belong to us, an existence without a past,
but with the hope of a future “at home”. We knew the fear of
failure, the terror of the unknown, helplessness, loneliness,
longing for home, uprooting. Once gone, there aren’t many
ways back.

(The) Dislocation and dispossession involved in exile are a
form of trauma, which takes time to prove its positive
effects.

In exile you are forced to reinvent your debut in the world, to
redefine your skills, as someone who was given a second
chance to experience existence, even if without the energy
and freshness of another time. The moment you choose to
leave, your life somehow ends as you begin a new one.

The hardest part of exile is the loss of a sense of belonging.
You are like a leaf in the wind, like a paper boat on the

Iraq - a war in this
country, looking for
freedom - for
writing, living,
listening to music

Calais - if we are in
there place, the
same like us. The
economy slow in
our country - to
think and to
understand anyone
wants a better life.

It's been a
long time
since | had
feelings. |
can't express

anything.

tumultuous waves of the sea. Exile is deep trauma until
privileges are discovered. Here | am referring to the
privileges of exploring the unknown around you and of
yourself, thus having a new chance at existing.

Leaving the country was traumatic because | left behind everything | had: my
parents and sister, friends, books collected dearly since childhood, memories,
dreams, my entire universe. But after years that trauma, dominated by
uncertainty, was partially alleviated by familiarity with the new language. When
most of the time you speak the language of the adoptive country, when
children express their feelings in the new language, it slowly becomes a
second home.

The relationship between the language of interiority and that of the external
environment is complicated. | think that language represents the meaning of
belonging and of the new homeland. Sometimes | wonder if Romanian has
remained my essential language, if this is my home. At times, | return to it
looking nostalgically at childhood. Romanian remains for me the language in
which | fell in love, the language in which my children first called me “mother”,
the language in which my grandparents continue to speak to me even after
death. Could | relive in another language the magic of the first “l love you"? the
relationship between the two languages is not only complicated but also
confusing.

Everything seems simple and clear when | think about the past and everything
related to my country, but the spontaneity of speaking, thinking and reacting in
the adoptive language makes these ideas no longer clear.

Equally complicated is the relationship with the country left behind. Out of
love, out of fear of not seeing my parents again, out of duty, | feel compelled to
come back again and again. Once stripped of memories and idealisation,
Romania is increasingly difficult to bear, and | find myself at home elsewhere.
A home without a past, and | really feel uprooted.

Childhood and the years of youth are gone, and the country | left disappeared,
lost in time. Everything is changed, unrecognisable, people and places. Itis as
if | were leaving a painting by Renoir and finding myself in the poems of
Baudelaire.



Here, an evening class (always mainly women) discusses migrant worker struggles.
They watched and analysed a speech by Zarah Sultana MP which challenges the
scapegoating of migrants, and studied the local Grunwick Strike of the late seventies
led by migrant women which changed race relations in the UK, especially among trade

unionists.
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'For Asian housewife Mrs Jayaben Desai,
her 220th day

This is Sudanese poet Abdel Wahab
Yousif. He was one of 45 people who
drowned in the Mediterranean Sea a few
days ago when their ship was shot at by
a group of men and caught fire.
Authorities from Libya, Malta and Italy
were all called but no one came to their
rescue.
Abdel was well known among young
poets in Sudan. Despite his poor
upbringing he managed to get a degree
at the University of Khartoum but even
that wasn't enough to offer him a better
life. He fled his home in desperate search
of safety. But he knew of the dangers
that lay ahead. In many ways, he
predicted his own death at sea in one of
his recent poems:

Zarah Sultana MP - Follow
gt 17 @

The Enemy of the Working Class travels by Private Jet not Migrant Dinghy | Zarah Sultana MP

ey ef the working Cas s vels by priva jo, ru. migrant dingly

You'll die at sea.

Your head rocked by the roaring waves,
your body swaying in the water,

like a perforated boat.

In the prime of youth you'll go,

shy of your 30th birthday.

Departing early is not a bad idea;

but it surely is if you die alone,

with no woman calling you to her embrace:
“Let me hold you to my breast,

| have plenty of room.

Let me wash the dirt of misery off your soul.”

ke (O comment A Share O viron Rajah, Sunny Nles and 62K arhers - 356 Comments

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?
v=316363986378511

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1owt_4ekWPPtOe-
SVLpfUEOVGy2P80oF S_/view?usp=sharing



Understanding Autism

Two different classes happen to have discussed autism, based on having children and
relatives they wanted to understand better. One of the discussions motivated a student
to look for jobs in the healthcare sector!

Student-led discussion topics also help students learn faster. We watched a video in
which an autistic person talked about their experiences and a student commented:
"she talked so fast in the video but because I'm so interested in this topic | was able to
understand almost everything".
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Here, a text on autism is also used to study the use of articles in English.

Putting autism in the simplest terms Verball Logic Thinking: Verbal ' o '
is to déscribe it as a different way of -ogic g: Music/Math/Pattern Thinking: Music,
— and Logic Thinkers tend to learn

processing information. Of course, s math and jpattern thinkers find patterns
the autism spectrum and its various and remember things that'se and geometry in everything. Pattern
syndromes and symptoms are much unimportant or irrelevant to thinkers are in some ways, visual
more complex than that but, thinking those around them. Many thinkers who instead of thinking in
and information processing is at the verballlogic thinkers appreciate distinct images, see patterns in design,
root of autism itself. So, what is so and learn languages, make lists, math, music and more in their day to
different about the way someone on and remember facts and frivia day lives. Pattern thinkers tend to love
the spectrum thinks and takes in about very specific, niche their routines and that all things move
information? 'est interests. The most common and progress in a pattern they can
cesta barriers verbal/logic thinkers understand and replicate. They face
Research shows that there are a few face are related to visual the most challenge with sudden
common thinking styles with people thinking and imagery. change or irregularity.

small, specific  \yhich causes
Visual Thinking: Visual thinkers think more in images than words. They may see
things in their mind or physically to process information. Additionally, once the
images are associated to a specific train of thought, the words and image become
associated and banked as a memory. Visual thinkers can have photographic or near
photographic memories, and their thought process tends not to be linear. For visual
thinkers, seemingly/unrelated images can be associated, per Grandin’s account. This
can lead to confusion between teachers and other peers. A visual-thinker may recall
. o one image tied to a memory, and associate it with something that seems unrelated,
piece, she highlighted several but makes p ense to them. This can lead to sudden shifts in the subject of
dISTJ;Il:ICt stylets of 'r,tmnng that'{"f“y conversatic;E%;g_wnfusion for the other party teaching or talking to someone
on the spectrum tend to.gravitate . :
toward. ? on the spectrTinYive js to [ove  tendency - to be inclined, normall

on the spectrum. In a recent Forbes
piece, one high functioning adult on
the spectrum, Temple Grandin,_broke
itdewn best. Professor Grandin is-an
autism spakesperson, professor at
Colorado State University and'a
copsultant to the livestock industry
on'animal behaviors. In a published



Challenging the stigmatisation of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Communities

Here a group explores, in a safe space, their experiences and views of the Roma
community. We fundamentally believe that our classes help bring out the best in
people, with peer-discussion challenging discriminatory beliefs, fostering an
understanding and acceptance of other communities in their complexity. You can see
in pink, an Iraqi woman choosing to emphasise the joy she sees in Gypsy culture as a
counter to some of the negative views expressed by Romanian and Albanian

students.
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The Education System

There is always a big interest in understanding the education system in the UK. Here,
one group makes the case for sending children to their local school rather than
shopping around.

-
Fella, why every child Schools
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Te Fesa, theirloceal
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all schools in Uk
are rated good
or outstanding.

parents support
netwark as all parents
are loccal they could
support each othar
example they could
sort out drepping kids
In the morning and
picking up in the
afternoon,

loccal school is a mini
loccal community,
kids mixing with
others from differant
religion, backgrounds,
languages, would

bulid a soclal life as all
the kids are loccal
they will be a friends
example play date,
birthday parties,
golng te loccal parks
easy to plan,

knowledge of the
loecal area could help
the kids to feel
Independent
confident and safe.

less time to
commute so
better
attendance and

school was branded a 'collective sacrifice’. Melissa Benn says she
felt only Incky

Melissa Benn
Tue 30 _an 2001 03.06 GM

But I am the product not just of a state school but a comprehensive
education. It was, and remains, a crucial distinction. Comprehensives were
first introduced as the answer to an insidious system that divided children
up by apparent ability before they were even teenagers and consigned large
sections of young people to a no-hope future, educationally speaking. In
contrast, the comprehensive school opened its doors to all in the
neighbourhood, the able and apparently not so able, the well off and the not
so well off. In doing so, it was an important first lesson in democratic
citizenship. And a comprehensive education has a particular feel to it, an
openness and excitement that I can still recall more than 20 years on.

There obviously is a genuine dilemma here. In some boroughs the local
school will amount to a sink school which does not represent the true mix of
talent and type in that locality, a school which has for one reason or another
lost hope. But what parents do not realise is how often this is the result of
education policy, the price of parental choice, rather than the failure of one
headmaster, one set of teachers or a particular local authority, This isn't

premote better
understanding,
tolérance

less pollution personal, it's politics.

Here is one student’s writing on adolescence, corrected together. Many parents
contend with the dual challenge of raising adolescents in a cultural context they don'’t
really understand.

The age of 13

The age of 13 is the stage whefe fie adolescence begins, your body is experiencing many
changes. These are related tothe physical and mental functions Which accompany ﬁ%/a
puberty. During this time, our body starts to feel more sensitive, uncertain, changeable,

indisposed starting to reach a J_p:flrt of physical maturity.
o

r\
Furthermore, 13-year-o|d5is dealing with some hormonal changes which can affect the" (1253
“teenagers* moods and emotions_,_.l e brain functioning can rise the body adrenalin
influencing the way of thinking. On this stage, a better understanding of the world is-misséd,

lacking
living this part of life without responsibilities. Furthermore, on-presentdays many teenagers
have their own phone to communicate with friends more privately ideri -~ more
independent. Sl o toda
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Seeing where the conversation goes

Quite often our classes begin with a general chat. Here we learn about the Romanian
Spring festival of Martisor and a flower exhibition in Islamabad. Another student
discusses her discovery of the Welsh Harp — and fly tipping!

Martisor Welsh Harp

= z 3 2 -

Fleweer exhibilion in < asmine garden Isamabad

snowdrop For three days in Spring, a big
exhibition in Islamabad

Saint David (Welsh: Devs Sant) was borm in Caerfal, south Celebrations Chidren particpate in an fly tl p pl ng
west Wales into an aristocratic family. "2’ He was reportedly a eisteddfod
scion of the royal house of Ceradigion,®l and founded a Celtic | Observances Parades
monastic community at Glyn Rhosyn (The Vale of Roses) on flea FopNClshenbisns H t'
the wostern headland of Pembrokeshire (Welsh: Sir Benfroyat | Date 1 March g |Ve n O I Ce
tha spot where St David's Cathedral stands today. “1 Frequency  Annua

David's fame as a teacher and his asceticism spread among Celtic Christians, and he helped found about 12

monasteries.!!] His foundation at Glyn Rhosyn became an important Christian shrine [l and the most S q u atte r te n a nt
important centre in Wales. The date of Saint David's death is believed to be 1 March 589.% His final words t

the community of menks were: "Brothers be ye constant. The yake which with single mind ye have taken,

bear ve to the end; and whatsoever ye have seen with me and hsard, keep and fulfil "(7] I'm sure She wo n't pay
For centuries, 1 March has been 2 national festival. Saint David was recognised as a national patron saint in

Lhe 12th cenlury? al a peak lime of Welsh resislance o lhe Normans.®l He was canonised by Pope

Callixtus Il in 1120. The 17th-century diarist Samuel Pepys noted how Welsh celebraticns in London for Sair

Sometimes you really couldn’t have anticipated what will come up. Here in the
anti-racism study group, the teacher played a song at random, and it turned out that
one of the students had met her, and it opened up a much longer conversation; such
classes are memorable and help a class bond.

This study focuses on a relatively unknown chapter in the musical career of the
South African singer Miriam Makeba. | concentrate on her musical activity in

— the West African country of Guinea that became her home and where she
g worked between 1968 and 1986. Although Makeba has been the subject of
o academicscrutiny in recent years, research into her work has focused mainly
«~— on her time in the United States and has thus been limited to the North
" American context. Research has investigated, for example, her role in the US
CLI civil rights movement within a more encompassing framework of black cultural
«— activism ; the manner in which she came to represent the African “other” in the Tt —
< United Stammmmm o -
% regime . Makeba’s career in Guinea, however, has not yet been the focus of “ ﬁ Dubreka | u”
§ sustained research. On the other hand, scholarship on Guinean music has Sho gotaxpoled = @“’ﬂ’f"‘"“f";
focused primarily on Guinean-born musicians and on the state cultural B ol f Ej‘::‘{"?k”
apparatus, and has not considered the role of Makeba's position in Guinea in  gfthesiack ; e
deDth She rapra:;md her - =
country, she never
Theynomaly focimseson,  SEcierceuniy.  Shesung She ~ samnwe  Conakry
know about her musical message to defend  Kennedy and promoted T Capilal of Guinea
her as an activity in all of Africa, notjust  won a prize resistance heatattack
anti-racist Guinea 's,::::‘hﬁ:::ah:: lot for her song. ln Afr]ca Gonakry is the capital of Guinea, a country in West
la;;tlvlst in the music. Africa. The city sits on the slender Kaloum Peninsula
which extends into the Aflantic Ocean. Just offshore,
i’:;::-':h; Shel ey i She was in ;t:izil:;‘h:md the Loos Islands are known for thfir beaches, dense
country and brother's mﬁnmrll: Venezuela on :hm;.:d;.hm - palm forests and u'iate\ sports. In town Ihf £Narmous
Apartheld attended all friend! | met g o spaak- amain TV ‘e really beautiil Grand Mosgue has 4 tall elggﬂ\lt minarets. Next to
the big parties her in person role-model show - the mosque, the large Botanical Garden features

Patapata

kapok trees and tropicel flowers, — Google



Precarious Work

One class watched the opening scenes of Ken Loach “state of the nation” film ‘Sorry |
missed you’ about a working class family trying to make ends meet through precarious
and exploitative courier and care work. Alongside watching some of ‘Watership Down’,
this leads to a good discussion of the qualities of a leader and those of a boss.

It's always a good idea AT T AT

to represent reality as ourselves, to see
They a way to understand ourselves in other

ociety as it's That" ctl people, and we can

represent the s s exactly it can be aimed at

P changing. They're what's happening government and at fiter some detals -

worker in both hardworkers, especially after society. This and this type of

society - it's they don't spend Covid. Itsawindow  struggle is a social the authortaey

about rea"ty l:ﬁ%";]!’;’;::'z::":gi onto the world struggle government an
have enough to look mﬁmw
after their family.

"The leader is
the first one
on strike"

or of
the

party

| see myself as a leader, | have these skills to
persuade and good communication skills. |
direct specific styles according to the

person. | have an analytical style and I'm a
good listener to others. These are some
ofthe skills - leaders are quick and good
learners. They have charisma, strong

Hey, listen: There's a'danger. coming to persona“tiES, are Conﬂdent-

Sandleford. Hazel will lead us to safety.

I ® @ M9 wetershipoown =1 ooy

With humans I'm not a leader, in a job | can be a leader easily. To
persuade people is not easy for me. But in a job, I'm a leader. | think

Are people copy me, I'm creative, people are jealous of me, and beg me to
you a help them. To control the whole group, no | can't. | concentrate not on
leader? myself but on the other questions, or needs. That's my biggest problem.

Whan anyone ask me questions, | answer but before | complete
answering, they ask me another, without completing the first one. This is
my fault as a leader. Leaders should concentrate on themselves and not
on others



Gendered Violence

Here a class discusses gendered violence (and the ways language can obscure men
as the agents of violence) in the wake of the Sarah Everard murder.

)

Harriet Johnson
@HarrietEJohne

Every woman you know has taken a

longer route.

Has doubled back on herself.

Has pretended to dawdle by a shop

winclow.

Has held her keys in her hand.

Caroline
Lucas: There
shold be a
curfew for
men

A man followed a
girl to Tesco,
harassed her inside,
then tried to drag

| think we should
focus more on why
these kind of crimes
happen to women

Because women are
more vulnerable,
because men are
more powerful,

STAY SEXY & DON’T GET MURDERED

We talk about how many women were rapcd last year, not about

how many men raped women. We talk about how many girls in o

school district were harassed last year, not about how many boys
harassed girls, We talk about how many teenaged girls got pregnant

in the state of Vermont last year, rather than how many men and

Has made a fake phone call. Lo e, teenaged boys got girls pregnant. So you can see how the use of this
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Here, we look at a series of texts which put the onus on men to change, challenging
the culture of tacit victim-blaming.
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say that is a horrible
crime

moment



Religion and Society

As part of a term focussing on Religion and Society, a theme prompted by different
beliefs about the pandemic and the vaccine. As a sub-theme we tried to understand
different agendas at play, whether religious or political. Here a class watches extracts
from films, trying to ascertain what they all have in common.

in any generation, even in civilised time,
people are being by judged by their
culture or religion, people give other
people a hard time, human nature - still
being judged by what other people
think, if you're different, you're not safe.
Whether in 1990 0r 2002, we don't have
freedom, you are in a prison becuase of
other people's views, who don't want

any change in society

we fight many things against

you have to be open to other cultures

we have different ways to see the
life if we belong to different
cultures. People is interesting in
what is more important for them

A free speech without being afraid
of how society will categorise you

how society will accept you as

a package - your religion, your

thoughts, your gender

what's the agenda of the

Marsha J Thompson: to promote
immorality in society, to lead
away from religion. The last film

documentary-makers?

the life plan ourselves - all the ilms have this (Story of God) motivates people It's about Taboo - your opinion, your
- the hidden idea. The fight is within ourselves towards religion freedom, what you want to be, to be
agenda yourself in this society
which every the three document?ries are linked - they we have different ways to see the life if
has - a way have an agenda - hidden - we belong to different cultures. People
PR is interesting in what is more to take
of fusion we have similar but important for them ething / it
what he ) slightly different something
those videos takes on what links at face value
wants to be explain us how documentaries
the religion,
gli-'lr'lftlrreeljltand H C_STORYOF : E @ (Whel'l you
Robin What . - E DEATH AND LIFE of don't question
was your generation Daughters | MARSHA P. JOHNSON / ask about a
hiden influence our | of Destiny : ; hidden
agenda?:) lifestyle in agenda)
many ways =

Here a student reflects on the class:

Robin asked us to speak in a nutshell, what we discussed on last Monday class
about three videos on very varied and controversial topics. The first video dealt with
poverty in certain sectors of India and a wonderful school called Shanti Bhavan. | saw
it, thanks Robin, in Netflix the first season (four chapters) of the series called
Daughters of the fortune based in this School. Excellent. The second video, deal wit a
transgender social leader and his fight for freedom and rights. The third, 3, was about
something more complex: Religion :). Morgan Freeman took us to the Sinai Desert to
face our shadows or inner enemy.

How are these three videos related? Difficult to answer. Which led us to ask Robin
what his hidden agenda was. We discussed that each film maker also has its own
agenda. Each politician has his agenda. Each of us have their proper agenda.

In the end, what | interpreted was that Robin's hidden agenda was or is, that we learn
English with interesting topics that he is passionate about. Topics of general culture,
deep, confusing, interesting.

Maybe I'm wrong, but it's my opinion, surely Robin has others hundreds of hidden
plans :)



Here we look specifically at women and their relationship to religion, with Muslim
women often caught between oppressive religious conservatism on the one hand and
Islamophobia on the other.

Born in 1930s, women weren't
allowed to do what they wanted

It's not something and she broke the rules. Had
about the tradition, ; ; :

it's global, the issues frgm family, society, at
women's rights. universitiy. She had the same

Some people think i
problems as a doctor and she

can't stop what she want because
of what others thought. She was
like an idol, inspiration for lots of

She doesn't women to do what they want.

believe in She's a moody woman,
cultural contradictory. This kind of writer
relativism who always wants more they can
have. She polarises/ divides
opinon. She's black or white
People believe that
she follows a .
Feminism can western cultural She doesn't believe we cannot it's global
be in any view of women and women will be given because in the
country, s s separate UK women
anywhere country women have to fight for it the local get 30 per
fight for the rights ourselves cent decrease
CRTEL) and global in business
BBC vs Zara Mohammed: An exercise in Islamophobia
Fatima Rajina
S . provoke /
i PP eyt ot o oy et e provocative She didn't
-
rise to the
litmus test bait
undermine
ﬂ@ an angle
o . . _ . neutral .
an editorial point of view - if you don't write what . o aline
they want you to write, they don't publish you journalistic
principle
didn't have anything to do with Do you aspire to journalistic
neutrality?

the questions had no bearing on

Mohammed becoming President of the she tried to d_etract
MCB from her achievement



MY LINEAGE IS MY DESTINY

behind this thinking...

‘Water s a precious

resource / ry re ko spping I think its a
- young mothers who
zrrrnwdltyh :::1 Tedio | their religious insitute;
S g cave the they wear a uniform,

traditions, and follow
a moderate life. to
force to them to
continue their
traditions

have it

and they push to
believe, through
repitition, through
force of habit

It's about
violence

Huma Qureshi against
women

‘ Reintroduce,
- restore, toputin serviceof  To submit the

reinstate prostitutes. women to
WRITTEN BY Maintain them in men in

DeepaMehts S general

Buddhists
Hail Aryavarta! use this

torture the

word to e to correct
go inside remove her  rehabilitation of women who
omen - ive M
R :nr this ngpil m: xﬂﬂw
to not remember husban& ay
injustice to thelr past

something you a the women; |
::;::E::u - think they're maybeit's
something that is gonna use contraceptive
w0 mantra thesewomen TR irtstor

obedient,

Idon't

understand Mantras are words

whatreligion  writing in sanscrito.

is: My lineage  These words have

is my destiny ~ meaning.
Brahmanism use

My lineage is my destiny.

Turning points in the cultural history of England

The following series of slides give a small snapshot of discussions in one class this

summer, framed loosely by the theme of the cultural history of England, which we
came to after considering
different ideas for the term.

ackcre The Culture of
P Geolo ici UK - . . .
HEET e OO0y Crisis beyond  History of Migrants who are deciding to
e
e tondon  narchy  Seftle here want to understand

Education H

o m; cultural Art Hstoy thg history and culture that they
o turning points will become a part of. We
g;u:nmp . in English This history of

Museurs | history cultwe Cultural aiz00vere  Started this term with Kipling

of UK figures

quote used by the Black radical
B .. et Th Themost  CLR James: “What do they
Global  sstems/ et e Rules / '?thro,: know of England, who only
Vi Law =™ England know” to consider the

idea that migrants bring with
them their own cultural experiences, a breadth of comparative perspectives, that can
sometimes allow them to understand UK culture better than people who know nothing
else. Migrants will continue to shape new chapters in the history of these isles, a
negotiation between their own values and customs and the dominant cultures here.
The process also makes them more incisive about their home country culture and
history.



Venezuela -
fight of Simon
Bolivar
against the
Spanish

The word Sud comes
from Black - the
indigenous people are
black. In the 17th
Century Arab nomadic
men came to Sudan

He helped to
liberate Colombia,
Peru, Ecaudor,
Bolivia, Panama; all
these are Spanish
colonies. Had help
from the English.
The English Legion
1810/12

More than two
hundred tribes but
Arab dominates the
country politically.
There is very good
soil, mineral supplies,
but it remains

Of the 9.5 million people captured in Africa and
brought to the New World between the 16th

and 19th century, nearly 4 million landed in Rio,
10 times more than all those sent to the United

States.

Darfur. All our
people are in camps
- like refugees in our
own land. Genocide
beganin 2002.
There are kids who
‘were born in camps
and are now
university age.

The Islamic regime
ruled the country
for 30 years - the
Muslim Brotherhood
- now it's ruled

Brazil - is a very
strong country, big
diversity - colonised
by Portugal, a lot of
migration in its
history. The people
in the north and the
south are very
different.

Brazil is very rich,

Both colonised by
Portugal, but after
this you have a lot of
countries going to
Brazil - a lot of
Italian, Spanish,

and produced mixed Jointly by a i
underdevelopped P very big - people
Arab-Black population because of the ;“;t‘e‘::‘ymce":"t'"Ed come to explore
in the north. regime. It became gold, for agriculture.
independent from It's called Brazil
Enaland because of the tree -
this tree
the goals and Britain 400 —500 CE
The Normans strategies are Anglo-Saxon homelands
a ssert - were Vikings different if and seftlements
. that came we're going to S —
cl aim - South compare with F
Islam.
State = 7 PICTS
affi rm They became part of . -
:::?ak:;h g:em:h) JUTES
; et ol 1
controlled a part of . Anglei fﬂ““”i ) )
northern France - e Lees i
Normandy (eariy 400's) e
https:// 2 N
www.youtube.com/ = oy e
y sear or . .
watch?v= OWfSUC]4OF[ new challenges - oS et ﬁvc .““‘?_F,
they couldn't live in o . Mo lisy %
peace - they are kg Ty
warriors, they i O
cannot live without 1 o A
::twul‘o.pmont is the war ot Z Q’%‘}&EJ 3 ;
5 M RTNT
same | theriseand R Zbres® FRANKS
:l::,mln;;. ttl;‘.' :g;;r’lit eI The prod d the
ngols, the rule of Willam ~ Domesday Book,
Caliphate, th.ho e theC ing the They built a lot of They introduced
B land/propertyand  castles and affected  Norman Latinized They
population. the architecture of French, especially continued to
cathedrals. Before among the nobility - jhuade
there were wooden but the ordinary
forts Scotland and

people still spoke

Anglo-Saxon Wales



morals -
morality - les

censorship by it depends on what you cannot ——
the authorities ':cac:;z’;?: I:Oo :I'?: t see a kiss in manners /
- the state the movie mores

society / the culture

parental
control /
supervision /
monitoring /

Censorship is right under some circumstances.

a humourist jokes there was a kind of bidonville
about the cutting of music that was - slums
the scenes. He considered
opens his bedroom immoralv seedy
door and you cut to (associated with nightclubs
his office. You only seedy nightclubs)
see depictions of but now it is
bureaucratic life. broadcast.
obscene
Our opposition leader
ciodm e
whoever has LS H .
the power, he mighty almighty strength / 'c"::uh,;?a': e
can command authority tried to
the society power bring him to justice

history is always written
by the victors.

In Urdu, we have
this phrase - if you
don't have power,
you can't do
anything

they can behave
with impunity

but he used his power
to evade the courts,
staying in hospital.

"might is right”

if you have a teleological view of history,
seeing design and purpose.

In Arabic, we have

the law of the jungle it's

- whoever has the .

power they can immoral
command society - en)
no religious basis, it but |t S

just exists as an
ideology alongside
religion

the reality

backlash

in the subcontinent
- Pakistan, India -
tribal areas, the
division of society -
the caste system -
whoever belongs to
the strong caste can
do whatever he
wants to do.

If you don't you
don't have any
psychological or
physical power -
you're subject to
their power.

in the Middle
Ages -
whoever has
the power can
command the
people



The European Cup finals

We couldn’t avoid discussing it!

| was hoping for an English defeat

Jump on the bandwagon of the
victory

My husband said he was with the
Italians having seen the behaviour
of the English fans, but | could see
he was disppointed when England
lost. Me I'm naturally in between

It's the only sport where
after the game you have
to watch out

These games need a
lot of adrenalin

the match was very pressured, the
boys were very young, he shoud have
found someone more experienced

this is a multicultural nation. |
praise this nation, you can't
ance, this culture

1872 - the first
national
match was

dear-england-gareth-
southgate-euros-soccer

Nearly the whole world was with Italy. The Irish people
were singing It's coming Rome. Even Scotland

I've seen two examples of defeat, in Wales and in
England. But | didn't like French defeat

For sure | was with Italy, but | don't understand
why we suffer so much - | don't want to be
implicated in the emotional things... but when
Italy scored my feeling changed.

After the last three boys were black who lost the match, my son said
how can you go outside. My friend's sister is very narrow-minded,
some of us were indigenous, some mixed-Arab, she came and said
they're black like your boys. On of my friends said | can drive your
home.

Because you're black it's like a crime, we didn't chose this colour skin.
It's like slavery never ended .. | forget about the football and think
about this issue. That boy who made the free school meals. My son

is worried, he puts a lot of energy to be a basketball player. This world
never goes anywhere. It's like the stone age. My son is worried of
being attacked.

this morning all the news, the prime
minister were talking about the racism. If
this was France, it would never be the
same reaction, the government would
never take this position. They would
me their loss on the two non-French
players. These are the two best
ers in the team.

At end of the day even if it (Sudan's
ma as made by the British, it's my
co now

We're living here,it's our moral duty to
support this country. if we lose ourjobs
etc... we must support this nation

love of your *y is part Xraat:i?:;va;d-
of your faith =i dith ::tx:z-;s your



Safety

Here a group shares their experiences living in Brent and concerns about their area.
The two main issues they face are having too many thieves and the lack of cameras in
the parks. They practised writing a complaint letter based on their lived experiences.

ety

many thi ‘When

I moved to another Cnr-lnﬂrn about
house/area on the delinquency
second day and the
somebody took my  teenagers
husband's bicycle

I think my
area should
have more
police stations

Marta: There
aren't enough
CCTVs in the
parks

cleaning
services Pavements :lmhi:nln‘::f
are dirty construction
works in the

People ride street?

Th_e neighbours are
noisy. They play
loud music when it's
not appropriate.




Promoting acceptance of relationship and sexual diversity

Ifl invite you to my

use for dinner, a 1 will be
If | see my_ m..fn:'hma;nf nice to * extra-marital It's Hancock =
daughter is My brother is 40 andhislover andme - everyone but affair / it
very happy' 1 years and his wife is At perfect, and ::;':2':"1;’ dult S
have to accept ~ 30and ldonthavea (Tos il - adutteny magnetism;
. problem with this. you react situation, | see we it's |
her choice S t's love
One ramous Albanian , YoursMuslim the || oo T e cheating,
man who was married D husbandis allowed  tn say | ke ey behind his
to a woman who i | D o Tat it wife's
co:lt::'t have children ﬁﬂ“{:‘z“? ary.:;:- doing ko E:? e back
and she gave -
permission for him to ﬁlmamm:’“o;:i P I .
have a second wife an one wife. This
they both become ’ is a legal right in eop e w.hat IS Shakespeare, in dicti
pregant at the same some countries - h ave a |t tO m hlnd In dictionary,
time. Are these my and it allows only ou? ulietFere these are
eople - that couldn't the men. H H
Eeon?w husband chol ce y rubbish
% Polyamory (from Greek 1ToAU
i poly, "many", and Latin amor,
"love") is the practice of, or 1 joke with my
viewal dasire for, intimate husband, you
relationships with more than :?\:t?\ae‘:ewlfe
Polyamory means loving more than one person one pal’tnel’, W|th the Informed e
Polylamory which is defined as Iavmg mon.s than f)ne. person, is often mistakenly ] Onsent Of a” partnerS and cleans
considered the same as an open relationship - which is not always the case. In reality, L~ =T
polyamorous relationships are unigue in that they are comprised of multiple, loving involved.
partnerships. 24 Feb 2021 ’
she feel§ Youdon't u pave her compelled
responsible, What Shewas  2ctMst  leave me i to define
she feels Compelled Clrils any no innocence
compelledto <P Marshas compelled  gayrights choice ica” RCDI
P choice
find the Thompson — to be free
n r
ahswe She was
feyemcompeled  Towhat compelled
to protect the transgeneric people  €Xtent do you to defend
transgender :’::Z ::‘r:‘er D think it was a her rights
:-?a':::ment as discriminated rrll'laigter f‘::r
choice
aleader Marsha
She was Mah'Sha | agree to But she
Johnson was
;zr:!::e":tde;o activist for the sc;me / Chose to
rights arge .
by society as a 9 extgnt do this....
trans person.
hol 1 / medical
in:mrlt.hs .nsur? roslmasedtent;
Marsha thattheyarethis  Docauseshewas
her compelled Jhonson want way. They feel their 2:?.“2‘..':22[. o probably something
to define the to comple the gonderisdifforent.  chose to stayaman  Pulledhertomake  theyare
freedom of rights for :I ho':.mnal - she tried to be free this c"h:t; - trauma :Lﬂ':‘l.'tn:::rom her
t L! . It's not - O 50l ing
people pr:on;igeen o n:i‘ly a :hofno. ora |:;;m ;m must accept decision
decision them

At the top, a class discusses their views on couples with a big

age difference between them, which develops into a

consideration of the possibility of consensual polyamory. Another
class watches a documentary about the unsolved murder of
Trans activist Marsha Thomson. Depictions of LGBT characters
should not be confined to separate LGBT lessons one month of
the year. The documentary was part of a discussion about social
agendas. Here at the bottom is a screenshot from the Netflix
series called Feel Good, a comedy with a lesbian couple at the
centre. We watched a scene to look at the parental dynamics, as

part of a discussion on parenting styles.




Personal and Social Development

All our classes are fundamentally geared towards personal and social development,
cultivating self-confidence and skills. The summer theme for one class was on Animal,
which helped people explore themselves and their values.

The grasshopper spent the
whole summer singing and
didn't prepare for the winter.
Conversely, the ant is
always thinking to the day
after tomorrow (ahead).

a lot of writers have decided to rewrite the story. in
the original the ant asks what did you do all summer
- sing - and the ants says so you can now go dance.
Some have re-written it, saying that the ant was
moved by compassion and invited the grashopper in
and they became friends; others that the ant taught
the grasshopper how to work.

in the summer she was busy singing; she thinks
the ant don't know how to enjoy the summer,
you're working too much and you don't know
how to enjoy yourself. In the wintertime she was
going knocking on the ants door after speaking
badly about. The ant refuses to give him food

In the Arabic version, they were best friends; at first
she was so angry with him, she had warned him that
he needed to work. She invited him to stay for the
winter. She's merciful but preaches / educates the ant

Desi - a Lioness, he bows down to the
Lioness, how she fights to the death for
her offspring.

A cheetah - a huge cat; they have
different patterned fur/coats; they
can reach high speeds. The fastest of

Lexita - dogs are noble
and humble. | love all

. animals.
which creature

encapsulates your spirit /
mentality

Lumi - an Eagle. | like to fly high and be
free and see everybody. I've always
done things that I've had to do.

Hakima - | think horses represent

freedom, they're so sincere. They have

a quality of nobility.

all animals. It's everything that | want
that I'm not. It encapsulates all these
things that | aspire to.

Tiberiu: | would be a dog. On of the
most faithful of animals. A joke: If you
leave a dog or a wife in a closet for
the day, who would leave you and who
would be happy to see you

the closest TO humans

sincere
the loyalty and

the sincerity



The following attributes are listed in a book about the roles we play as part of a group.
Students in one class ascribed attributes to their peers and the teacher, which was
both fascinating and a testament to the group cohesion, with some people using this
as an opportunity to build each other’s confidence, shining a light on attributes they
sensed people needed to have acknowledged.
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Guru Conciliator

Observer Competitor

I
&Sy

S

Facilitator Carer Martyr ) Servant

il
N7 s N AN
GaleR p_i 7\

Carmen - Anna Natalia Asma
Leader Conciliator 8Sf§ :’\Iiferbel Rebel
Teacher Rescuer Teach Carer
G eacner Outsider
uru Carer Outsider
Rebel Carer Leader
S YOutsid Joker
ervant/Outsider
Observer Carer .
. | agree | jump from
Desi all of them - teacher
as well - the teacher
Bobi ‘(J:(;kr:r can be all of them
obin -
Rebel
teacher Competitor
teacher/rebel/rescuer
rebel | can see myself in all
leader of the ones people

said - but rebel came
in my eyes first



